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Redefinition of Koto-tsukuri and Mono-tsukuri

Yusuke ASHIZAWA *!

and Shin SAKURAGI*!

Abstract— The phrase “Koto-tsukuri”, which is known to be a unique, original expression in Japanese,
is supposedly one of the most important keywords in terms of TRAFST’s focus. Nonetheless, the
phrase shows considerable ambiguity, and thus, TRAFST is in need of an unequivocal definition
of the phrase. In this paper, we inquire how to redefine the phrase by illuminating the conceptual
difference between “Mono” and “Koto” in ordinary use. We conclude that the contrast between
“Mono” in “Mono-tsukuri” and “Koto” in “Koto-tsukuri” should be characterized in light of the
relation between means and event or phenomena it brings about.
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Table 2: Study results regarding usage of Mono and Koto
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Table 3:  Select examples of Mono and Koto from
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Table 4: Contents instructed by Mono and Koto in the example sentences and the corrected example sentences
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